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E..O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, EINV, CA 

SUBJECT: PARIZEAU SAYS PQ FAVORS COMPETITIVE TAXES, LIMITED 
NATIONALIZATION 

1 . IN AN INTERVIEW WITH FINANCIAL POST COMPANY AFFAIRS EDITOR 
ROBERT JAMIESON, PRINTED IN THE JANUARY 22 ISSUE, QUEBEC FINANCE 
MINISTER JACQUES PARIZEAU SAID THAT THE PQ WILL KEEP CORPORATE 
TAXATION COMPETITIVE WITH OTHER TAX SYSTEMS AS 
OTHERWISE PROEITS WOULD BE PUSHED OUT OF THE PROVINCE; THAT 
AS CONCERNS NATIONALIZATION, HIS GOVERNMENT'S POSTIION IS 
MISUNDERSTOOD. 

THE PQ FEELS QUEBEC SHOULD HAVE PARTICIPATION INSOME INDUSTRIAL 
SECTORS BUT BY BUYING IN AS THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DID IN PETROCANADA 

THE ONLY SECTOR WHERE THE QUEBEC GOVERNMENT MIGHT CONSIDER OUTRIGHT 
NATIONALIZATION IS THE ASBESTOS INDUSTRY WHERE "THE PERFORMANCE 
OF THESE COMPANIES IN TERMS OF THE HEALTH OE THEIR WORKERS IS 
PRETTY AWFUL" AND THE ASBESTOS COMPANIES HAVE NEGLECTED SUGGESTIONS 
TO PROCESS MORE OF THE PRODUCT IN CANADA. 

2. PARIZEAU SAID THAT HE BECAME A SEPARATIST WHEN HE FINALLY 
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REALIZED THAT HAVING TWO GOVERNMENTS - FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL - 
JUST DID NOT WORK, AND THAT "ONE OF THE PROBLEMS OF CANADA 
IS THAT IT IS TOO DECENTRALIZED." HE NOTED THE ABSURDITY THAT 
80 PERCENT OF ALL PUBLIC WORKS IN CANADA ARE CONDUCTED BY PROVINCES 
AND MUNICIPALITIES WITHOUT ANY TYPE OE CONTROL OR INFLUENCE BY THE 
CENTRAL AUTHORITIES AND THAT "IN TIMES OF UNEMPLOYMENT OR 
INFLATION, TO KEEP 80 PERCENT OF PUBLIC WORKS OUTSIDE OF FEDERAL 
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CONTROL IS MADNESS." 

3. WHILE PARIZEAU BELIEVED THE PROPOSED REFERENDUM ON SEPARATION 
WOULD NOT BE DECIDED ON ECONOMIC CONDITIONS SOLELY, HE FELT THAT 
QUEBECKERS "WILL ESTABLISH SOME SORT OF BALANCE BETWEEN THE PROFOUND 
EMOTIONAL ISSUES ON THEONE HAND AND THE PERFORMANCE OF THE ECONOMY 
ON THEOTHER.” HE REFUSED TO BE SPECIFIC ON GOVERNMENT ECONOMIC 
POLICY FOR THE FUTURE BUT FELT THAT THERE WOULD BE A DEFINITE IMPROVE 

MENT IN THE DETERIORATING ATMOSPHERE EXPERIENCED OVER THE LAST 3 
OR 4 YEARS. 
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